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American Horse Council and U S Department of
Agriculture Host Forum on Unwanted Horses

WASHINGTON, DC--Theisse of unwanted horseswasthe
center of attention on Jure 18, 2008 asthe A merican Horse
Council and the United States Department of Agriculture
sporsaed aday-long forum on Ohe Unwanted Horse Issie What
Now?0



AHC President Jay Hickey framed the purpose of the forum,
staingthat it wasto @ollectively identify the current Stuation
regarding the well-being of thesehorses and to discuss solutions
and alternativesto deal with them before they slip into the
@QnwantedCategory.O

The forum broudht together speakersfrom Congress,USDA,
equine industry groups,welfare groups, equine resae centersand
more. There were discussonson historical and ethical
perspectivesof theissie what isfact and fiction, the Federd role
in creating viable sdutions, transportati on issies and potential

soltionsand optionsfor unwanted horses.

V arious Perspectives

Dr. Nat Mes®r from the University of Mis®ur and the American
Veterinary Medical Assaciation brought ahistornical perspetive to
the forum, reviewing current equine- related legidation and asking
what the consejuences have been and whether they were
sucesstil in protecting horses. He asointroduced bad ¢ questions
that would bediscus®d throughout the day, sud aswhat isan
Qinwanted horseeOand what makesit Qinwanted.O

Switching gears, an ethical perspective was presented by Dr.



Camie Helesk from Michigan State University. She disais®d the
socgal contract theory and whether it isethical for one personto
impart their valuesonto others.

Unwanted Hor se | ssues

A panel titled QJnwanted HorselsstuesConsisted of four speakers:
Mr. David Meeker fromthe National Renderer@Assaiation, Ms.
Holly Hazard from the Humane Society of the United States, Dr.
Tom Lenzfrom the Unwanted Horse Codition and American
As®dation of Equine Practitioners,and Ms. Karin Bump from

Cazenovia College.

Mr. Meeker discus®d the variouscarcassdispad options, from
rendering to composting, bural, landfills,incineration, and
alkaline digestion. Each of the various choiceshas certain
limitations, he noted, sud asregulated usein certain staes,
potential environmental impacts, or high costs. A general suwvey
done by the assaiation found that there are about 25 rendering
plantsthat take horsesand the current chargesrange from $40 to
$250,depending on distance, market, and value.

The next three speakers disaus®d the topic of @ nwanted Horses:
Fact or Fiction?OMs. Hazard pointed out the HSUS postion
against slaughter, staingthat the organization considersit an



inhumane sdution. She swygested that the genera mindsé in the
horsecommunity isto Qrade, not trainOand called for more
educati on throughout the indugry on caring for horses, the
responsibilities of owning and breeding, alternatives,training, etc.

Dr. Tom Lenzintroduced the Unwanted Horse Coalition®
definition of unwanted horses, which readsGHorseswhich are no
longer wanted by their current owner becausethey are old,
injured, sick, unmanageable, or fail to meet their owner®
expectations O He disaus®d the statisti cs and demographics of
unwanted horses,which for the most pat correlate with the

demographicsof the genera equine popuation.

Dr. Lenzexplained the Unwanted HorseCoalition was formed to
educate the equine industry and pulic about the issie and howto
@wn responsibly.O Qe need to focus our efforts on the front end
of the problem rather than the rear end of the problem,Ohe said.
Qe need to provide for these horses before they become
@nwanted@ Dr. Lenzclosed histalk by focusing on the need to
minimizethe problem, offering the options uy rather then breed,
adopt rather than buy, find aternative careers, euthanize rather
than discard.O

Thefinal speaker was Ms. Karin Bump, who spole aboutwhat is



fact and fiction, and how the answer may not be that clear cut,
concluding that in thisareathere may bealot of Gaction.O She
asked whether unwanted horses are actually unwanted, how many
unwanted horsesthere are, whether all the unwanted horses can
be absobed into the industry through resaues and other facilities,
how much it coststo care for the unwanted horse population and
finally, whether thingswere getti ng better or worse

Transportation

Transpotation isseswere discussead by Dr. Timothy Cordes of
USDA. Dr. Cordesdescribed the Slaughter Horse Transyort
Progam and the regulationsin place to protect the welfare of
horseswhile in transit to processing plants. He mentioned how
sone are now getti ng around the regulationswhen bringing horses
to slaughter in Mexico and Canada by classfyingthem asQidersO

which need a Cogginsor EIA test.

Ms. Jennifer Woodsfrom Alberta, Canada spole of the
importance of horsesbeingfit to travel, and the problemsthat lie
with the transpatation of horsesto daughter. She also reviewed
the AlbertaHorse Welfare Report which presents facts on the
humane treatment of daughter horsesin Canada and identifies
areasthat need improvement.



Both Dr. Cordesand Ms.Woodsnoted that USDA hasbeen
working with Canadian authoritiesto monitor the environment
and traveling conditionsof U.S. horsessant to processing plantsin
Canada Ms.Woodspointed out that Canada hasbanned the
transport of horsesinto Canada on double-decker trucks.

Potential Solutions and Options

Thefinal portion of the forum focused on potential solutionsand
optionsfor unwanted horses. Lynn Crossowner of Little Brook
Fam, described her facility, aresaie and sanctuary that
rehabilitatesand trainshorses. Mosthorsesat the facility, oncein
better health and trained, are usal in educational programswith
sdoolsand variousgroups. The usesvary from teaching general
horsenanship and ground handling, to riding programs, vaulting,
lessors and shows, and therapeutic riding.

Mr. Tom Persechino from the American Quarter Horse
As®dation and member of the Unwanted Horse Codition
discus®d the variousoptionsavailable to ownerswith an
unwanted horse. These optionsincluderesaie and retirement
facilities, friendswith land that may retire ahorseto pasure,
collegesand universitiesthat take horsesfor their education and
research programs, retraining and new careers,and the North

American Riding for the Handicapped As®dation.



Dr. Al Kane closal the presentations by reiterating the need for
more informati on and daa on unwanted horses and resaue and
retirement facilities.

Moving Forward

There were great discussons and points madethroughout the day
on what the unwanted horseisse is,and what can bedoneto
better the situaion for thesehorses. It wasclear that all speskers
and attendees agreed that thereisacritical need for more

subsantive information and sdutions.

Proceedingsfrom the forum will be available shortly through Mr.

Richard Reynellsof USDA. He can becontacted by email at
rreynellsacseesusiagov.
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